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places large stores of ammunition were seized by
the Virginia troops. While Washington was iso-
lated, and Lincoln did not know what response the
North had made to his proclamation., Robert E.
Lee, having resigned his commission in the federal
army, was placed in command of the Virginia
troops.
The secretaries of Lincoln have preserved a pic-
ture of his desperate anxiety, waiting, day after
day,, for relief from the North which he hoped
would speedily come by sea. Outwardly he main-
tained his self-control. "But once, on the after-
noon of the 23d, the business of the day being
over, the Executive office being deserted, after
walking the floor alone in silent thought for nearly
half an hour, he stopped and gazed long and wist-
fully out of the window down the Potomac in the
direction of the expected ships; and, unconscious
of other presence in the room, at length broke out
with irrepressible anguish in the repeated exclama-
tion, 'Why don't they come! Why don't they
come!"'
During these days of isolation, when Washing-
ton, with the telegraph inoperative, was kept in
an appalling uncertainty, the North rose. There
was literally a rush to volunteer. "The heather